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PhD Course: Political Regime Developments in Comparative 

Perspective (5 ECTS)  
 

Teachers: 

 

John Gerring (Professor, Boston University) 

Jørgen Møller (Professor, Aarhus University) 

Svend-Erik Skaaning (Professsor, Aarhus University) 

 

Content: 

 

Over recent decades, the study of political regime change has become more and more prominent in 

political science. This seminar provides an advanced introduction to this research field. We set out 

to discuss the definition of democracy, to map how democracy has spread and retreated since its 

second coming after 1800, to discuss the causes of these developments, and finally to understand 

some of the consequences of these developments. 

 

The structure of the course follows from this. In the first part, we survey the development of 

democratic theory from Ancient Greece to the present day and discuss attempts to construct 

typologies and empirical measures of political regimes. In the second part, we track the cross-

temporal and cross-spatial development of democracy since its second coming about 200 years ago 

based on these definitions and on considerations about the measurement of political regime 

developments. Thereafter, we discuss some of the most important issues related to research design 

with special attention to democratization research. In this way, we clarify some of the basic 

standards used to assess papers/research proposals and qualify the subsequent discussions of the 

extant body of literature on the causes of political regime transitions and stability in the fourth part 

of the course. Picking up on these issues, the fifth part of the course briefly deals with some of the 

potential consequences of democracy.  

 

Structure: 

 

Throughout the course, we discuss two books and a wide selection of articles. In this process, 

important skills, tools, and ideas are not only conveyed through lectures and discussions but also 

practical exercises – both in class and between classes. 

 

During the course, a paper or research proposal of each participant (distributed no later than two 

weeks before the course begins) is thoroughly discussed, after a 5-10 minutes presentation, with a 

view to helping the participants furthering them. 

 

Learning goals: 
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The PhD course introduces the participants to a wide repertoire of concepts, theories, and 

methodological strategies. The participants are generally provided a comprehensive, advanced 

background for evaluating and constructing theories and empirical results in the field of political 

regime developments. 

 

After attending this PhD course, the participants should be capable of: 

 

 employing and elaborating on key concepts from the democratization literature 

 providing constructive critique on extant studies, research proposals, and draft papers on 

course related issues 

 analyzing the most important empirical trends in historical and contemporary processes of 

political regime developments by constructing rigid and interesting theoretical frameworks 

and sound research designs  

 

Achievement of the learning goals will be assessed based on the active participation in the general 

discussions and exercises during the sessions supplemented by the quality of reflections on how to 

improve the presented study and input to the research proposals/papers of the other participants. 

 

Location, application deadline etc. 

The course will take place at Aarhus University (Building 1330, Room 126) on June 27-July 1, 

2014. The application should include a brief motivation, a short CV, and an abstract (250 words) of 

the participant’s research proposal/paper, and it has to be e-mailed directly to Svend-Erik Skaaning 

(skaaning@ps.au.dk) no later than April 11, 2014. All applicants will be informed about admittance 

to the course one week after the application deadline. The course is free (no course fee) but the 

participants will have to provide their own funding for travel, food, and accommodation.   

 

Course plan: 

 

Day 1: 27/6 Time Topic 

Session 1 9.00-

9.30 

Introduction 

Session 2 9.30-

10.45 

Conceptions: Models of democracy 

Session 3 11.00-

12.00 

Conceptions: Political regime typologies and datasets I 

Lunch break 12.00-

12.45 

 

Session 4 12.45-

13.45 

Conceptions: Political regime typologies and datasets II 

Proposal 1 13.45-

14.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 2 14.45- Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 
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15.30 

Day 2: 28/6   

Session 5 9.00-

10.15 

Conjectures: The emergence of modern democracy 

Session 6 10.30-

12.00 

Conjectures: Waves of democracy 

Lunch break 12.00-

12.45 

 

Proposal 3 12.45-

13.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 4 13.30-

14.15 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 5 14.30-

15.15 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Day 3: 29/6   

Session 7 9.00-

10.00 

Research design: Criteria for evaluating causal theories 

Session 8 10.15-

12.00 

Research design: Standard qualitative and quantitative strategies 

Lunch break 12.00-

12.45 

 

Session 9 12.45-

13.45 

Research Design: Alternative strategies 

Proposal 6 13.45-

14.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 7 14.45-

15.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Day 4: 30/6   

Session 10 9.00-

10.30 

Causes: Modernization and social forces 

Session 11 10.45-

12.15 

Causes: Transitology and international factors 

Lunch break 12.15-

13.00 

 

Session 12 13.00-

13.45 

Causes: Integration of explanations and new  

Proposal 9 13.45-

14.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 10 14.45-

15.30 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Day 5: 1/7   

Session 13 9.00-

10.15 

Consequences of democracy 

Proposal 10 10.30-

11.45 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Lunch break 11.45-

12.30 
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Proposal 11 12.30-

13.15 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

Proposal 12 13.15-

14.00 

Discussion of draft paper or project proposal 

 

Books (should be purchased by the participants in advance): 

 

Coppedge, Michael (2012). Democratization and Research Methods. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Møller, Jørgen & Svend-Erik Skaaning (2013). Democracy and Democratization in Comparative 

Perspective: Conceptions, Conjectures, Causes, and Consequences. London: Routledge. 

 

Reading list (a reader will not be distributed so the participants are expected to find the 

literature listed in the reading list in advance): 

 

DAY 1 

 

Session 1. Introduction (Møller & Skaaning) 

Møller & Skaaning, Introduction 

Coppedge, Ch. 1 

 

Session 2. Conceptions: Models of democracy (Møller & Skaaning) 

Joshua Cohen & Archon Fung (2004). “Radical democracy”. Swiss Journal of Political Science 

10(4): 23-34.  

Møller & Skaaning, Chs. 1-3  

 

Session 3-4. Conceptions: Regime typologies and datasets I-II (Møller & Skaaning) 

Cheibub, Jose A.; Jennifer Gandhi & James Vreeland (2010). “Democracy and dictatorship 

revisited.” Public Choice 143(1/2): 67-101.  

Barbara Geddes; Joseph Wright & Erica Frantz (2014). “Autocratic breakdown and regime 

transitions: A new data set.” Perspectives on Politics 12(1): XX. 

Coppedge, Michael & John Gerring with David Altman; Michael Bernhard; Steven Fish; Allen 

Hicken; Matthew Kroenig; Staffan I. Lindberg; Kelly McMann; Pamela Paxton; Holly A. 

Semetko; Jeffrey Staton & Jan Teorell (2011). “Defining and measuring democracy: A new 

approach.” Perspectives on Politics 9(2): 247-267. 

Coppedge, Ch. 2 

Møller & Skaaning, Ch. 3. 

 

DAY 2 

 

Session 5. Conjectures: The emergence of modern democracy (Møller & Skaaning) 

Møller, Jørgen (2015). “Why Europe avoided hegemony: A historical perspective on the balance of 

power.” International Studies Quarterly 59(1): XX. 

Przeworski, Adam (2009). “Conquered or granted? A history of suffrage extensions.” British 

Journal of Political Science 39(2): 291-321. 

Møller & Skaaning, Ch. 4. 

 

Session 6. Conjectures: Waves of democracy (Møller & Skaaning) 
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Kurzman, Charles (1998). “Waves of democratization”, Studies in Comparative international 

Development 31(1): 42-64.  

Weyland, Kurt (2010). “The diffusion of regime contention in European democratization, 1830-

1940.” Comparative Political Studies 43(8/9): 1148-1176.  

Møller & Skaaning, Ch. 6-7  

 

DAY 3 

 

Session 7-9. Research design (John Gerring) 
Coppedge, Chs. 3-5, 7 & 9. 

 

DAY 4 

 

Session 10. Modernization and social forces (Møller & Skaaning) 

Robinson, James A. (2006). “Economic development and democracy.” Annual Review of Political 

Science 9: 503-527. 

Ertman, Thomas (1998). “Democracy and dictatorship in the interwar Western Europe revisited.” 

World Politics 50(3): 475-505.  

Capoccia, Giovanni (2001). “Defending democracy: Strategies of reaction to political extremism in 

inter-war Europe”, European Journal of Political Research, 39: 431-460. 

Ziblatt, Daniel (2006). “How did Europe democratize?” World Politics 58(2): 311-338.  

Møller & Skaaning, Chs. 7-8 

Coppedge, Ch. 8 

 

Session 11. Transitology and international factors (Møller & Skaaning) 

Rustow, Danwart (1970). “Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model.” Comparative 

Politics 2(3): 337-363.  

McFaul, Michael (2002). “The fourth wave of democracy and dictatorship: Noncooporative 

transitions in the Postcommunist World.” World Politics 54(2): 212-244. 

Tolstrup, Jakob (2013). When can external actors influence democratization? Leverage, linkages, 

and gatekeeper elites.” Democratization 20(4): 716-742.  

Cornell, Agnes (2014). “Does regime type matter for the impact of democracy aid on democracy?” 

Democratization XX(X): XX. 

Møller & Skaaning, Chs. 9-10 

Coppedge, Ch. 6 

 

Session 12. Integration of explanations and novel accounts (Møller & Skaaning) 

Hariri, Jacob (2012). “The autocratic legacy of early statehood.” American Political Science Review 

106(3): 471-494. 

Woodberry, Robert (2012). “The missionary roots of liberal democracy.” American Political 

Science Review 106(2): 244-274. 

Abel Escribà-Folch (2013). “'Accountable for what? Regime types, performance, and the fate of 

outgoing dictators, 1946–2004.” Democratization 20(1):   

Møller & Skaaning, Ch. 11 

Coppedge, Ch. 10 

 

DAY 5 
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Session 13: Consequences of democracy (John Gerring) 

Carbone, Giovanni (2009). “The Consequences of Democratization.” Journal of Democracy 20(2): 

123-137. 

Cederman, Lars-Erik, Simon Hug & Andreas Wenger (2008). “Democratization and War in 

Political Science.” Democratization 15(3): 509-524. 

Gerring, John; Strom Thacker & Rodrigo Alfaro (2012). “Democracy and human development.” 

Journal of Politics 74(1): 1-17. 

Møller & Skaaning, Ch. 12-13 

 


