
Postdoc, Department of Political Science and Government, Aarhus University 

A postdoc position is open with the research group DEDERE (Democratic Deepening and 

Regression) at the Department of Political Science and Government, Aarhus University in Denmark. 

DEDERE is a newly established research group centering on the conditions of democratic 

development in the period 1900-2012. In the project, we focus on the interaction between civil society, 

party system institutionalization, state capacity, and the structure of the international system. We enlist 

new, fine-grained data covering more than a century, and we combine cross-national data analysis with 

case studies. The postdoc is expected to work on a topic closely related to this research agenda. 

The project is financed by the Danish Council for Independent Research for the period 

2013-2016. The senior researchers of the group are Svend-Erik Skaaning, Jørgen Møller, and John 

Gerring. The postdoc position offers attractive conditions for independent as well as collaborative 

research within the framework of this project. The position will imply approximately 35% teaching, 

primarily seminar teaching for students at the master level. Participants of the project get access to new, 

detailed data (collected through the Varieties of Democracy project, see www.v-dem.net) and generous 

funding for conference participation etc. 

Applicants are expected to hold – or be close to completing – a PhD in political science 

(comparative politics or international relations). In addition to interest in conducting independent and 

collaborative research within the focus area of DEDERE, applicants must demonstrate the ability to 

conduct state-of-the-art research within the field of democratization, possess strong methodological 

skills (qualitative and/or quantitative), extensive experience with empirical research, and an excellent 

command of spoken and written English. The postdoc position is expected to last 2-3 years starting in 

the fall/winter this year; both duration and starting date can be negotiated. Salary is according to the 

Danish pay schedule (approximately 400.000 DKK (€ 55,000) a year plus pension contribution) with 

the possibility of reduced taxation for non-Danish citizens. 

DEDERE is situated at the Department of Political Science and Government, Aarhus 

University, which is a leading department in Northern Europe with about 50 faculty members and 

1,600 students. The department offers a dynamic research and teaching environment with many 

international visitors and workshops. The city of Aarhus is a lively student city with about 300,000 

inhabitants, see http://www.visitaarhus.com/ and http://www.internationalcommunity.dk/living-

arhus. 

Interested scholars should send a CV, letters of recommendation, and a short statement 

of research interests to the project leader, Svend-Erik Skaaning (skaaning@ps.au.dk), before May 1, 

2013. Selected candidates will thereafter be asked to submit a short research proposal and will be 

invited for an interview. Read more about DEDERE: www.ps.au.dk/dedere 

http://www.v-dem.net/
http://www.ps.au.dk/dedere

